




The Center for Language Studies (CLS), which was launched in July, 2014, 
exemplifies ULAB’s commitment to international standards of education 
and promotes cross-cultural awareness among students by providing quality 
courses in English and other foreign languages. CLS provides courses and 
services to address the professional, academic, and practical language needs 
of students, staff and faculty. CLS also contributes to the academic mission 
of the university by creating a platform for generating and disseminating 
new knowledge in the field of foreign language learning.

At present CLS offers well designed and skill based comprehensive courses 
for students of pre-intermediate, intermediate and upper-intermediate 
level. Courses are designed focusing on all four language skills, accentuating 
academic writing and presentation skills. Our devoted and highly professional 
faculties uphold the values of responsibility, creativity, adaptability, clarity, 
tolerance, empathy and sustainability. In order to achieve these standards, 
our course materials are chosen carefully and designed according to 
students’ needs. Classes are conducted with latest pedagogy using advanced 
technology. We also provide tutorial sessions for struggling students and 
monitor their gradual development.

Our faculties are upgrading themselves constantly through professional 
workshops, pursuing higher degrees, and engaging themselves in research 
and publications.

Center for Language Studies (CLS) at a glance
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Essential English Skills (Non Credit) ELL 099

One of the main problems many students face when they enter university is that they find it difficult 
to familiarize themselves with English medium instruction. By the time students do become familiar 
with the system of learning in another language, they have no more English courses to take which 
makes it extremely difficult for them to comfortably apply their English language skills to academic 
studies, late alone apply those same skills effectively and competently when they enter their chosen 
professions. To address this problem, ULAB has introduced a new non-credit English language 
course titled Essential English Skills ELL 099, which will focus on the necessary English language skills 
students will require in their respective disciplines.

This learner-centered, integrated-skills based, non-credit, elementary level English language remedial 
course is designed to equip students with the essential reading, writing, speaking and listening skills 
to cope with their university courses. The course also intends to develop their basic communication 
skills in the English language. Students will get acquainted with different reading strategies and steps 
involved in writing well-developed effective paragraphs for academic purposes. The variety of topics 
and perspectives presented in the class will also facilitate development of students’ critical thinking.

Please note:

n Students who score below 4 in the writing section of the admission test will automatically be  
 put into the non-credit English course.

n Students must pass Essential English Skills ELL 099 in order to register for ENG 101 the   
 following semester.
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List of taught courses (credit courses) 
Basic English (ENG 101)

This learner-centered, integrated-skills based, pre-intermediate level English language course is 
designed to equip students with the essential reading, writing, speaking and listening skills to cope 
with their university courses. Students will learn how to add extra information, organize ideas, and 
write from research with a specific emphasis on basic academic writing skills and critical thinking. 
This course will also improve students’ ability to communicate fluently and accurately through peer-
cooperation and participation.

Fundamentals of English I (ENG 102)

This learner-centered, integrated-skills based, intermediate level English language course provides 
more intensive practice of academic communication skills. Students will learn how to gather 
information from different sources, analyze and evaluate the sources, and use them in academic 
writing with grammatical accuracy, coherence, and clarity. They will also get acquainted with 
different steps involved in writing well-developed and structured essays for academic purposes.

Fundamentals of English II (ENG 103)

This upper-intermediate level English language course is designed to equip students with advanced 
reading and writing skills for academic purposes. This course introduces students to the language 
of academic discourse and concentrates on improving students’ critical reasoning and research 
skills. It provides students with techniques, guidelines, and suggestions to refine critical reading and 
academic writing skills. Additionally, this course is designed to help students produce grammatically 
accurate, unambiguous, and well-organized academic English.
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British Council Book Reading Programme
The Center for Language Studies organizes the British Council Book Reading Programme as a part 
of learner development. The British Council Book Reading Programme was introduced in 2015 with 
an aim to improve students’ reading skills. Currently students are reading graded classics from 
different genres which include adventures, suspense, murder mysteries, romantic stories, travel 
stories, science fictions and so on. As an essential part of the course, students participate in poster 
competitions, drama, story writing, and other activities to develop all four language skills.
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Cultural Events

CLS regularly organizes cultural events in different languages focusing on the themes of harmony, 
peace, hope, unity, environmental and cultural awareness. The fundamental principles of these 
cultural events are to create communication and establish understanding through language learning.  
Students get the opportunity to showcase their creativity and develop soft skills by organizing and 
participating in cultural events. 
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Study Trip
On the 10th of January, 2017 , ten students 
from different departments of ULAB, led 
by the former Director of CLS Mr. ATM 
Sajedul Huq and accompanied by Assistant 
Professor Shaheen Ara, visited Chiang 
Mai University, Thailand to participate 
in a thirteen day language and cultural 
immersion program . The aim of the 
program was to help students gain exposure 
to different languages and cultures, while 
acquiring valuable life skills at the same 
time. The program was organized jointly 
by the Center for Language Studies (CLS), 
University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh 
and the Language Institute, Chiang Mai 
University. It was the first trip of its kind 
by any Bangladeshi university to Northern 
Thailand. ULAB Students learnt basic Thai 
Language, Thai cooking, Muay Thai boxing, 
Lanna dancing and English Presentation 
Skills during their stay. 



13





ESP Conference  
Center for Language Studies (CLS), University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) and bdnews24.com 
organized a daylong conference, the first international conference on English for Specific Purposes 
(ESP) in Bangladesh, titled “English for Specific Purposes: Could We Be More Specific?” on November 
9, 2018. The conference focused on the issues regarding specific English language skills development in 
Bangladesh. Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, Foreign Minister, Govt. of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 
was the chief guest, and Mark Krzanowski, Director, Center for Academic English, Surrey International 
Institute, the keynote speaker of the event. The academics, stakeholders, government officials and 
professionals from different sectors who attended the conference discussed why learning job-
specific vocabulary and understanding related terminologies when entering a particular profession 
are compulsory for the learners and how to eliminate the existing gap between the English language 
courses that are taught in Bangladeshi universities and the actual language needs of employers.   The 
conference was open to everyone, and approximately 100 people were in attendance. 
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